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I . "rKe^decree dissolving the French National Assembly, became 


effective on 2 December, V&?n$ T*fl? FACT THAT Aeftm NoiM Mem* 

Tlf? ELBBTtMS AM/ U/Bit 0Atfc TO &£ ti€lP THE 

A. Premier Faure ruled ouiAjcurther delay i n to nul- 

rAu/ (W nstieJ/ AMtCf 7i?e> vBi£ Fe>r Attu # 

lify attempts by Mendes-France to convoke the Assembly,/ 

**eer.4G4tif. * <fM*. ' f <£ 

B. The opposition wantecTpto consider electoral\ref orm ^aga - in-^ 

' W > 4 

but Faure feared" r^ensure motion which*woul<moust|liim > ^/v'^ 
rtfc'ie&ey;^ %*-oeu&> 7 hf vks&curiou . 

/©• Elections are now likely to be held on New Year’s Day (to 

g eiiot f’e-s 

comply with the constitutional provislon"flrf^elections 
i^Apm-F 

within 20-3U days^'“but means to defer them to 8 January 
are being sought. 


II, In the meantime, Faure intends to fight hisjtauster from the 


t m t L xT * tV t 


Radical Socialist Party. 

Qi-Hp Aftuh w>u WjettM/M tyJBB&W**: rem&n&t 

The Party steering committee , ha# voted his, exclusion * j 

~ OVH£> 


A. 

B. 


Mendes-France^crontrols the party machinery, a»« is; at- i 

QrtoitiefC 'P g&Tj Ttfe _ J _ _,I 


3M 


tempting to maneuver FaOTe'GUt off pie sidenc y of Rally of 


if 


u 




VT * 


the Republican Left, which links the small Democratic 




* Vf fc- v 


.. rw$o, ™,m.» < 

. Resistance Union) With the Radical Socialists. , 
rAu%& will de ftni> u (fitter B&fegE. j//£ Tktfry EXFet/ciVff@9tu*tiTT&F<& ^ 

Even i- f -F - aur o ■ is ousted from the party , -^Sre-wi 11 not there- 

* sfAve#' ^ 

by be cut off from all Radical Socialist support, 

"DisetPutte’" *s ''*?* oirtaKML. y uibak &> 

... — ^ III . A^ he 195 1 single-ballot electoral law will be used. 

{'ti r ac 3 am '& c fk/m£&'* <iO 

w A. This provides for party lists in eacTn^epartmenty, which Aes? 
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i he- electoral districts, and permits the parties to Af- 
filiate to have their votes counted as a uni^« 
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axfi„ di vided A&ic&tr i ot 

Any single-party slate or "af f iliated'slate that obtains 

a " ‘SSSS T tS *“ the &fepar t meni. 

Jthciwi^f tlie seats are allotted by proportional 

representation. 

C. Since it is virtually impossible tor^Me party to obtain 

an absolute majority, electoral alliances will be re- 
sorted to. 

Armen ** tu a n i.. 5-" 

D. } / rtt^ aw was originally designed to minimize Communist 

and Gaullist representation, Vat^is now expected to help 
SoetAUsiS A < Ui&, S“; StS ' Df trtTi&PATtP 1^‘f wWh 

rv. too t ?rr 

elections. 

A. "Alliances are less clear^at this poin^than in 1951. 

They will be made largely on local issues; 

(j^*‘ The Communists are expected to form some 'Alliances ' 
with the Socialists, with each group picking up about 

( t 110 eac^in the^^aV 
Of the National Assembly president) . 

The Independents are expected to make the greatest 
gains, largely at the expense of the Gaullists. They 
will ally mostly with the Popular Republicans and 
the Radicals, despite Mendes-France * s desires to limit 
Radical "alliances'* largely to the Socialists. 
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ihere is little likelihood of Communist participation in 
the government formed following the election. 
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